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appear an incalculable calamity.    Canning indeed presaged     1842
good results.   He preferred a pupil to a rival, and wrote, after
his first audience of the new sovereign, that " the graciousness    MTl 55
of his manner, and the intelligent, though gentle and even To Lord
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melancholy, expression of his countenance, warrant a hope, ix.
perhaps a sanguine one, that with riper years and a more ex- 28 Jan< perienced judgment he may prove a real blessing and source of strength to his country."
Subsequent intercourse with the young Sultan confirmed this favourable opinion. On one occasion when the ambas- 6 June sador had a private audience of his Majesty, with no one present but Riza the grand chamberlain, and the interpreter, the Sultan was unusually affable and encouraging. He spoke openly of his personal views, and said that " the great cxxv. object of his policy was the happiness of his subjects ; he in- 7 June tended and had ordered the execution of those humane laws which had been promulgated at Gulhan6 and consigned to the reformed code ; he wished to maintain relations of peace with every European Power and those of confidence and intimacy with Great Britain." Reform, he protested, was dear to him, and could he but find ten pashas to cooperate he would feel sure of success : the difficulty was to find willing instruments. Swayed as the young prince might be, to and fro, by divergent counsels, at heart he was always true to reform and staunch to its chief European advocate. " He possessed" wrote Canning in later years " a kindly disposition, a sound understanding, a clear sense of duty, proper feelings of dignity without pride, and a degree of humanity seldom, if ever, exhibited by the best of his ancestors. The full development of these qualities found a check in the want of vigour which dated from his birth and which his early accession to the throne and consequent indulgence in youthful passions served to increase. The bent of his mind inclined him to reform conducted on mild and liberal principles. He had not energy enough to originate measures of that kind, but he was glad to sanction and promote their operation." What fitter qualities could be desired in the royal pupil of the Great Elchi ? The intimacy which gradually sprang up between them was something unprecedented in the Turkish State, and assumed by
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